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Top: Golden Sun IVIoth resting in grass. Above: Robber fly preying on the Golden Sun Moth




Above: Golden Sun Moths mating
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THIS MOTH COULD SAVE TAXPAYERS $65M.

A nationally critically endangered moth could unlock $65 million in savings on a road project
in Western Victoria, a community group leader said today.

A new population of the Golden Sun Moth has been found on land earmarked for the
widening of the Western Highway between Buangor and Ararat highway.

The rare moth has a strange life: it flies only for by day for just a few hours, lives in the
ground for two years before hatching and only survives on land that has never been
ploughed. Often found with other rare plants and animals, its short life above ground is
devoted to searching for mates

Neil Marriott, chair of the community group Keep Original Group Supporters KORS Inc., says
saving the moth could also avoid moving an estimated million cubic metres of earthworks
and speed construction.

A member of his community group photographed the moths on the planned hilly deviation
from the highway during the moth's month-long annual flying period.



The photographs, taken over three days in December 2017 follow an independent June
2016 report finding 31 hectares of potential moth habitat overlooked in official 2012 surveys
of the corridor. "This is further evidence that the official data used to select the route is
flawed,” says Marriott. The Ecology Australia report also found 4.5 hectares of a distinctive,
critically endangered vegetation community in the same area had been overlooked in 2012.
The moth and the community are protected by the Federal Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act. KORS Inc. is campaigning for an alternative route using the
existing highway.

“Skillfully upgrading the existing highway in the next section will spare these critically
endangered assets,” he said. “Destroying another 31 hectares of habitat is unnecessary. It’s
just vandalism.

“The massive reduction in earthworks on our proposed alternative route will make the road
at least $S65 million cheaper, compared with the $157.3 million total funding VicRoads
reported for this section. It’s at least six months quicker to build than VicRoads’ planned
route. So that's smoother driving sooner. We think VicRoads should be interested in that."

The group is waiting for a response from the Federal Department of Environment and
Energy after a documented doubling of the habitat area reportable to the Department, says
Marriott.

For further comment and interviews, please contact Neil Marriott, Chairperson, KORS Inc., 0458
177 989 or 5346 2404
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