
National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 
ABN 61 004 356 192 

 

“Advice and opinions expressed by Trust members and staff are proferred in good faith on the basis that no legal liability is accepted by the Trust or the individual concerned.” 

 
Tasma Terrace 

4 Parliament Place 

East Melbourne 

Victoria 3002 

 

Email: info@nattrust.com.au 

Web: www.nationaltrust.org.au 

 

T 03 9656 9800 

F 03 9656 5397 

 

5 April 2017 

 

Nigel Powers 
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VicRoads Western Highway Project 
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Wendouree VIC 3355 

 

File No: T12338, T12333 

 

Re:  Yellow Gum in Ararat and River Red Gum in Buangor 

Dear Mr Powers 

I write in regard to the removal of the above trees as part of the Western Highway Buangor to Ararat 

bypass. The National Trust of Australia Victoria (Victoria) (NTAV) maintains a Register of Significant 

Trees which recognises individual trees, avenues and important stands as valuable community assets 

that must be preserved.  A member of the public nominated these trees to the Register of Significant 

Trees, and our Significant Tree Committee has made an assessment, resolving to classify the Yellow 

Gum at Regional level and recording the River Red Gum at Local level (reports attached).  

The Yellow Gum, located at 689 Hillside Road, Ararat (latitude: -37.34279, longitude: 143.0987) is 

significant for aesthetic and scientific reasons at Regional level. It is a localised remnant Yellow Gum, 

and is one of the largest in Victoria. This tree is outstanding for its size, with a height of 24m and a 

canopy spread between 20-24m. As such it is a particularly good example of the species. This tree is 

in good health and makes a significant contribution to the surrounding landscape. It is the largest 

Yellow Gum on the NTAV Register of Significant Trees.  

The River Red Gum, located on the Western Highway at Buangor (latitude: -37.34470, longitude: 

143.1227) is significant at Local level for aesthetic reasons. It is one of many River Red Gums in an 

extensive grassy woodland in the outwash of surrounding hills including the Mt Cole Range and the 

Mt Langi Ghiran range. The tree is in good health, with a large burnt-out hollow in the butt, big enough 

to kneel in. This tree makes a contribution to the surrounding landscape and pre-dates European 

settlement of the area. This tree has been the subject of media reports, including ‘Last-minute bid to 

save significant tree in path of Western Highway’ published by The Age, 12 February 2017.  

NTAV has serious concerns about the removal of these trees given their identified significance to the 

community and landscape of the local and regional area. It is our view that these trees are an 

important part of Victoria’s cultural heritage, and should therefore be preserved for the education 

and appreciation of future generations. 

We therefore appeal to you as a matter of urgency to reconsider the removal of these trees as part of 

the Western Highway Buangor to Ararat bypass.  

 

 



If you have any questions about the above please contact me on 9656 9823. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Jessica Hood 

Community Advocate, Environmental Heritage 



 

 

NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA)  

 

 

CLASSIFICATION REPORT 

 

FILE NO: T12338 

 

NAME : Eucalyptus camaldulensis  

 

LOCATION:  
  

Address:  Western Highway 

Suburb / Town:  Buangor 

LGA:  Ararat 

Postcode:  3375 

State:  VIC 

Latitude:  -37.34470 

Longitude:  143.12227 

 

OTHER / FORMER NAMES: River Red Gum  

 

 

STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: 

 

This tree is significant for aesthetic reasons at local level. This tree is one of many River Red 

Gums in an extensive grassy woodland in the outwash of surrounding hills including the Mt 

Cole Range and the Mt Langi Ghiran range.  The tree is in good health and has a large 

burntout hollow in the butt, big enough to kneel in.  This is a good looking tree that pre-dates 

European settlement of the area.  

 

Height (m):  25.8 

Canopy Spread (m): N-S: 27.0 E-W: 24.3 

Circumference (cm):  731 

Height measurement method:  Nikon Laser hypsometer 

Circumference measurement method:  Tape at 1.3m, high side 

Date measured: 16 December 2016 

Date of germination: about 1800 

 

CATEGORY:  Significant Tree 

 

 

LEVEL/GRADING 

 

Local, file only 
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NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (VICTORIA)  

 

 

CLASSIFICATION REPORT 

 

FILE NO: T12333 

 

NAME : Eucalyptus leucoxylon 
 

LOCATION:  
  
Address: 689 Hillside Rd 

Suburb: ARARAT 

LGA: ARARAT 

Postcode: 3377 

State: VIC 

Latitude: 37.34279 

Longitude: 143.0987 

 

OTHER / FORMER NAMES: Yellow Gum  

 

STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE: 
 

What is significant? 

 

This tree is believed to be a localised remnant of Yellow Gum, and is one of the largest in 

Victoria. 

 

How is it significant? 
 
This Yellow Gum is significant for aesthetic and scientific reasons at Regional level. 
 

Why is it significant? 
 
This tree is outstanding for its size with a height of 24 m and canopy spread between 20-24m. It is a 

particularly good example of the species. The tree is in good health and makes a significant 

contribution to the surrounding landscape. It is the largest Yellow Gum on the register. 

 
Condition: Good 

Tree Type: Individual Tree 

Circumference: 1.9 

Height: 24.0 

Canopy spread: 24.0 

Canopy spread: 20.0 

Height method: Instrument 

Circumference method: Tape-measure 

Date of measurement: 15/01/2017 

Date planted: 01/01/1813 

Date of germination: 01/01/1813 

Dates: are approximate? YES 
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EXTENT: 

 

Tree is approx. 400 metres north of Hillside Rd, and 450 metres northeast of the unused 

house at this address. 

 

CATEGORY:  Significant Tree 

 

 

HISTORY: 

 

Little is known of this tree's history, and it has only recently been acknowledged as being of 

special significance. The tree is still forming habitat hollows used by local wildlife. 
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